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by Cady Khudabux

n an article published in the Guardian on
l 29 July 1994, the page one article read -
“HIV victims may live 20 years”, We seem
to be portrayed as “victims” by the press.
Atothertimes, we have been called the
“mnocent victims”, The factis somewhere
there are persecutors, | wonder who they
are? Couldtheybethe peisecu!ing press?

The actual article was constructive and
based on a paper in the British Medical
Journal Use of CD4 lymphocyte count to
predict long term survival free of AIDS after
HIV infection, Andrew Phillips of af, 309,
309-13. But why do they have to go te
such damaging lengths to get people’s
altention to read the article and at our
expense? Could they not say “Hope for

haemophitiacs, focled by ignorance”.

In the Guardian arficle, John Meldrum
of the National Aids Trust said the study
highlighted the needs of long term
resources for people with HIV. So far, the
government and doctors thought we would
be dead three years ofter the “sefilement”,
which was why the sums were so low in
comparison to other government ex grotic

payments.

Nick Partridge of the Terrence Higgins

Trust made wo interesting comments about

the paper. First, an employer dismissing a
person with HIV may lose possibly 20
years of good work. Secondly, the study
does not indicate any criteria of those long
term survivors other than the age at when

they were infected.

WIDER IMPLICATIONS

The conclusions of the paper suggested
even with the current available trectments,
up to a quarter of patients infected with HIV
will survive for 25 years from the time of

infection, this is without developing AIDS.

One important aspect left out in the paper
was the implications of the extended
survival time. What sort of plonning needs
to be made? | wonder if the care of
haemophilia and HIV has been neglected
due 1o the so-called prediction of short life
expeciancy. Qur lives are always based on
statistics and probability, in this case, CD4
markers. In 1985, the life expectancy was
two years and we should not make any
long term plans. Then it was three years,
then five years and now ten years. This
short-sighted view has been to detrimental
fo us. We need to see behind the persen
and beyond even ocur own expectancy,

becouse in the last analysis, who knowsgs

by lan Richardson, T. Melester
and David Gold

he liver, a lurge organ located in the
¥ upper right portion of the abdomen, is
the body’s chemical factory. Disorders of
the liver and the associated bile ducts and
goll bladder can have serious complica-
tions. They involve many organs in the
body, all of which depend on the liver's
products ta support their activity,

Liver problems are frequent causes of
illness and death in people with HEV infec-
tion, even in those previously considered
healthy. Both physicians and patients
should be aware of the symploms,
methods of dicgnosis, drug toxicities and
available treaiments for HIV-related liver
conditions. Symptoms such as pain on the
right side of the stomach, enfarged liver
(hepatomegaly), joundice (yellowing of
eyes or skin}, fever of unknown origin,
fatigue, malaise, itching and abnormal
liver function tests (LFTs} deserve early and

complete evaluation.  feontinved on page 6]

(I CHALLENGE O THE FUTORE

It is our pleasure to inform you that the national conference of the Birchgrove Group will be
held in Manchester on the weekend of the 26th & 27th of MNovember 1994, The theme of
the weckend is the Challenge of the Future, we believe that this will be an opportunity for
people 1o meet and Jook at the impartant issues that we all share and are concerned about,

During the weekend there will be will be several opportunities for people to meet and talk.

There will be a range of discussion groups and a steuctured discussion involving everyone

and focusing on the repercussions of HIV on the haemophilia community. We hope that

people will participate in and help to decide the direction of the weekend, and that people

will actively take the opportunity to make this conference their own.
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